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Back cover 
 
“This excellent report is yet more proof that the existing international human rights treaties do not afford 
sufficient protection for disabled people. We need a binding UN Convention tailoring human rights to the 
needs of disabled people, with a monitoring Committee that can report such gross human rights 
violations, which take place not only in the four countries surveyed, but in a large part of the world. A 
binding Convention would also provide a specific legal base for organisations such as the Mental 
Disability Advocacy Center to continue their fight.” 
Liz Lynne MEP, Rapporteur of the European Parliament on the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Disabled People and former Rapporteur on the European Year of Disabled People 2003 
 
 
“Whatever their aim, be it the safety of the patient or others, the effect of cage beds is to dehumanize both 
those inside the cage and those looking after them. It reduces their relationship to that of prisoner and 
guard and can have no place in modern, therapeutic psychiatry. We have a duty to protect the rights of 
those made vulnerable by their disabilities. There can be no justification for violations that would be 
barely acceptable in battery-farmed animals.” 
Dr. Mike Shooter, President of the Royal College of Psychiatrists of the UK and the Republic of 
Ireland 
 
“The use of cage beds, described so vividly in this report, is an affront to humanity.  Such detention 
amounts to a particularly vicious form of inhuman and degrading treatment, of a type that is outlawed by 
international and regional human rights treaties. There can never be any excuse for reducing any person to 
a sub-human state, but it is particularly poignant where the individuals concerned have no capacity - 
through no fault of their own - to stand up for themselves.  It is imperative that the proposals set out in 
this Report are acted upon with speed.” 
Professor C A Gearty, Centre for the Study of Human Rights, London School of Economics and 
Political Science 
 
“The defense of human rights is the defense of human dignity. MDAC’s report takes an important step 
toward raising awareness of the discrimination, stigma and violations of dignity and human rights facing 
people with mental disability. The report pinpoints the dehumanizing effects of cage beds and how their 
use lowers the self-respect for people who are caged inside. The continued use of this type of restraint is a 
concern for all human rights activists, and cage beds can no longer be accepted, as their use is cruel, 
inhuman and degrading.” 
Aaron Rhodes, Executive Director, International Helsinki Federation 
 
 




