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Proposal for Program to improve mental health within detention centers and prisons in Libya 2015-2020

Introduction:
- Unstable situation after revaluation: From 2011 till now after Libyan revolution against dictatorship, there are 3 kinds of prisons and detention centers which appeared:
1. facilities under the authority of the State, specifically the Judicial Police or the Military Police whose members were already in service before the revolution
2.  facilities fully or partially under the authority of armed brigades, which have been brought under the Ministry of Justice by joining the Judicial Police, or the Ministry of Defence as part of the military justice system, or the Ministry of the Interior.
3. facilities run entirely by armed brigades with no formal connection to any State institution and no control by the Government.
The current situation of prolonged detention and interrogation at the hands of armed brigades without experience or training in the handling of detainees or in conducting criminal investigations, and no effective judicial oversight, is a major factor in facilitating the torture or other ill-treatment of detainees. (UN Report on Torture in Libya – October 2013)

- According to WHO-AIMS 2013  in Libya "under publication " :  
· There is no data regarding prisons at the current time however according to previous reports prisoners with psychosis would be transferred to the forensic department at the mental hospital and prisoners with mental retardation are transferred to residential facilities and are not kept imprisoned. Few (1-20%) prisons have direct contact with the local mental health facility and seek consultations regularly.
· There is no national/regional human rights review body that oversees the human rights of individuals living with mental illness in Libya .

Objectives: 
 The aim of this project is to :
· To improve mental health care in prisons and detention centres.
· Early Identification of offenders’ mental health problems and substance abuse and establish a strong access to mental health services and help to divert people with mental disorders away from  prisons into treatment and rehabilitation facilities. 
· Capacity building for multidisciplinary teams of mental health and psychosocial services providers with skills  to deal in prison area.
· Raising awareness & training workers in criminal justice system in the handling of detainees

Strategy:
· Multi-disciplinary strategy and integrated approach to achieve sustainable and functioning reform of prisons and detention centres.
· Establishment of national liaison and diversion services for people with mental health problems in police custody and prisons across Libya .

Plans:
· Training : Training and capacity building programs for PHC & mental health workers especially in the field of addiction management and human rights standers. 
· Services implementation: 
· Reaching out program: through providing well trained GP's , psychiatrist and Psychologist to perform regular visits on weekly or monthly basis to the prisons to provide mental health care and consultations as well as providing medication and deciding referral of acute cases to mental hospital for better care.
· Development of substance dependence treatment programmes in the community "starting in 3 main largest cities as a pilot". 
· Establishment of social reintegration and rehabilitation programs for released prisoners .
· Linkages: Collaboration and partnerships with international and national organisations interested in human rights area to assist in advocacy training and raising awareness programs as well as in observation of human rights violations.
· Awareness programs : well-designed targeted program about mental health and substance abuse problems and human rights violations issues and its legal consequence specifically for " the armed brigades" and other police officers  who run the detention centres and prisons .
 



