POLICY PAPER – RIGHT TO EDUCATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Executive Summary 
“Rights 4 All” organization based in Somaliland accepts the opportunity to submit this paper and contribute into the consultation on legal reforms in dealing with educational rights of persons with disabilities. 
The organization is entirely supportive of the decision that Somaliland had made ratifying the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).  Ratified CRPD will ensure government to continue and play a leading role in the development of systems and mechanisms promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. Given that ratifying the CRPD sets out a process by which the country will make a commitment to the progressive realization of the rights and obligations contained in the convention, enforcing policies, legislation and targeted efforts to guarantee that persons with disability have the opportunity to participate fully in their chosen pathways in the Somaliland community. 
The general education policy with special education needs strategy and plans, until now, have been very limited in Somaliland. So, achieving the right to education for persons with disabilities in basic education is a challenging task. In addition, education for all (EFA) has not till now, given sufficient attention to some marginalized groups of children in particular those seen as having ‘special education needs’ for children with mental and neurological disabilities. Those children have remained relatively invisible in the efforts to achieve national access to primary education. 
The ‘Rights 4 All’ Somaliland believes that a greater emphasis on social inclusion, equality and non-discrimination for all people living with disability will play a significant part in shaping future social and public policy affecting the daily lives of all Somaliland. Reforms in the legal frameworks, policies and programs that in line with the CRPD are obliged responsibility. The ‘Rights 4 All’ organization argues that a broad concept of inclusive education shall be employed as a general guiding principle to strengthen education for sustainable development, lifelong learning for all and equal access of all levels of society to learning opportunities so as to implement the principles of inclusive education. 
The Need for Change – 
The right to education is found in Somaliland constitution, in national laws and in policies and budgets developed to implement the laws. Somaliland national education policy developed in 2009 is fully consistent with and strives to embody the UN Declaration of Human Rights, the UN Standard Rules on Equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities, the Salamanca Statement and Framework for Action on Special Education Needs, and the Millennium Development Goals. Nevertheless these have resulted in a minimum positive change and improvement in the situation. In Somaliland, the education system is still characterized by huge challenges that embody matters of access, quality, resources and management, including: very low gross enrolment rate averaging 46% (57% boys and 40% girls) with significant regional disparities; high drop-out rates and by the fact that the girls’ drop-out rates are higher; poor quality – in terms of teacher training and support, pedagogy, learning materials and leadership and school management including parental and community participation; unacceptably high text book ratio, 2 pupils share 1; limited availability of human resources; literacy and primary enrolment rates are very low, around 20% of adults can read and write while less than half of children are in school. 
Relevance of international human rights framework – 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) emphasizes both the right to education on the basis of equality of opportunity, and the broad aims of education in terms of promoting the fullest possible development of the child. In its General Comment on the aims of education: ‘the education to which every child has a right is one designed to provide the child with life skills, to strengthen the child’s capacity to enjoy a full range of human rights and to promote a culture which is infused by human rights values’.  Article 2 of the CRC introduces, for the first time in an international human rights treaty, an explicit obligation on governments to assure the realization of all rights to every child without discrimination, including on grounds of disability. In addition, Article 23 of the CRC specifically addresses the right of children with disabilities to assistance to ensure that they are able to access education in a manner that promotes their social inclusion.  The Committee stressed that inclusive education must be the goal of educating children with disabilities.
The Committee on the Rights of the Child has identified four rights which must also be understood as general principles to be applied in the realization of all other rights – non-discrimination, the best interests of the child, the optimum development of the child and the right of the child to be heard and taken seriously in accordance with age and maturity. These principles need to underpin all actions to promote the right of children with disabilities to education. 
Despite these commitments, the rights of children with disabilities continue to be widely neglected and violated. The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was drafted, not to introduce new rights – the rights of persons with disabilities are exactly the same as those of every other person – but to re-affirm those rights and introduce additional obligations on governments to ensure their realization. 
The CRPD includes detailed provisions on the right to education, stressing more explicitly than in the CRC, the obligation of governments to ensure ‘an inclusive system of education at all levels’. It also introduces a range of obligations to remove the barriers that serve to impede the realization of rights for people, including children, with disabilities, and to ensure more effective protection and a stronger voice for children with disabilities to claim their rights.  
Recommendations –
“Rights 4 All” organization recommends that Somaliland government shall take proper actions to change the existing systems against the legal reforms inspired by the international legal frameworks based on UNCRPD approaches. Here the organization proposes some points for first recommendations:

1. take immediate steps toward implementation of the Convention;
2. initiate a comprehensive national program of community, public and private sector education and awareness-raising regarding the rights and obligations of the CRPD and the process of implementation by the Somaliland; 
3. implement a whole of government strategy to ensure that all Government departments and agencies promote and adhere to the rights and obligations of the Convention; 
4. Incorporating community education campaigns, public awareness raising and the introduction of systemic processes within the Somaliland public service to ensure that convention’s rights have meaningful and practical application. 
5. provide enhanced resourcing and funding arrangements in relation to the National Disability Advocacy Program and, in particular, Disability Discrimination Legal Services; 
6. conduct a review of existing educational policy and Commissions’ powers in relation to the Education and disability and take immediate steps to ensure these powers match the requirements of the CRPD;
7. to use and encourage the media, with collaboration between NGO, families and parents and civil society in order to tackle the challenging barriers;
8. a decision is to made to ensure that a rate about 50% of school places go to girls, and a member of the management committee, a woman, is given the specific responsibility for girls recruitment;
9. Provision of on-going training, pre-trainings of teachers and restructuring of the curriculum on inclusive education.

Analysis Civil society organizations

Inclusive education needs to be driven by strategic partnerships between diverse actors, including families and communities, local, national and regional NGOs, international organizations and government, and in particular organizations of people with disabilities, families and children with disabilities themselves. 

Families must be recognized as active partners: their role throughout the lifecycle for children is essential, especially in the early years. It should be recognized both the importance of parental involvement in education of children with disabilities, and the extent to which negative attitudes of parents towards inclusion, often influenced by a lack of awareness of their children’s rights, serves as a major barrier towards inclusive practices. 

Governments are required by Article 4(3) to “consult and actively involve people with disabilities, including
children, through their representative organizations”. This provision clearly extends to education. Experience since the adoption of the UNCRC has demonstrated the importance of consulting directly with children in order to ensure the best possible decisions, policies and legislation. The Committee on the Rights of the Child has emphasized that, too often, adults with and without disabilities make policies and decisions related to children with disabilities, while the children themselves are left out of the process. 

NGOs and independent human rights institutions can play a key role in empowering children with disabilities and their families to claim their right to education. So, civil society participation can play a key role in leading to greater demand and capacity for more inclusive education, and has strengthened across the region in response to policy and legal changes, increased focus on human rights, and citizens’ demands for more and better services.
