Right to Education
Introduction: Education is the process of acquiring knowledge, developing the powers of reasoning and judgment and preparing oneself for a mature life. Education unlocks prosperity by creating opportunity. It can reverse poverty, fight disease and transform cultures. It can inspire imagination, confidence and tolerance. Education is the most important predicator of many forms of social participation and civic life.
Facts: Over 650 Million Persons all over the World live with one or another disability. Different studies show, that in every country, persons with disabilities are the largest and most disadvantaged minority. They live on the margins of the Society, deprived of many of their rights and chances. 20% of the World´s poorest persons are with disabilities and 98% Children with disabilities in developing Countries have no access to School or are not attending any school. 30% World´s street children are the children with disabilities. The Literacy rate among the disabled adult is only 3%.  The persons with disabilities are not to be treated as the `Objects` but as `Holders of Rights`.
International concepts:  After the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966 recognized the United Nations education as a right. Education is a basic human right, the need and significance of which has been emphasized on the common platform of the United Nations, through the Treaties and Conventions: The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) Article 26 (1)  proclaims that: Everyone has a right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit."  Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities (CRPD) suggest the State to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedom by all person with disabilities and to promote respect  for their inherent dignity. Article No. 23 of CRPD aims to prevent concealment, abandment, neglect and Segregation of Children with disabilities. (CRPD, Art 23 (2)).
Article 24 of CRPD speaks direct on the right of persons with disabilities to education; It envisages an education without any discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunity, which enables the full development of human potential and sense of dignity and self – Worth and the strengthening of respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and human diversity. Education helps the persons with disabilities to develop their personality, talents and creativity, as well as their mental and physical abilities, to their fullest potential and participate effectively in a free society. So the Article 24/2 of CRPD recommends the state to ensure not to exclude the children with disabilities from free and compulsory primary education and to provide access to secondary education on the equal basis, with others in the community they live. It is also the duty of the state to provide reasonable accommodation and effective and individual support, which they required for a maximum academic and social development, with the goal of full inclusion. 
The Principles for the Protection of Person with mental illness and the Improvement of Mental Health (MI Principles) also envisages full inclusion and Participation of Mentally disabled persons. They have right to live and work as possible as in the Community (Principle 3). Only through proper education can enable the persons with disabilities to exercise and enjoy their rights, like moving around freely, getting a job, access to information, exercising political rights, like voting and making there on free decisions. Education is here to understand as empowerment. 
Indian Concepts: Part 1V of the Indian constitution deals with education as Directive Principles of State Policy and guarantees education as the fundamental right.  Article 41 provides right to work, to education and public assistance in certain cases. Article 45 (1949) and the Eighty-sixth Amendment Act 2002, Article 21A make provision for free and compulsory  Education: “The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all children of the age of six to fourteen years in such manner as the State may, by law, determine." Indian Education Act 2009 provides provision to free and compulsory education to all children. The Gazette of India Extraordinary, Chapter II  No. 2/1 orders state to provide free and compulsory education for the children with disabilities, equal opportunities, protection and full Participation (The Gazette of India Extraordinary, Part 11 Page. 3).
Different Court orders like Delhi high court orders in the case of Anand Vardhan Chandel v University of Delhi and Supreme Court Judgment in the case of Unnikirschnan J.P. v. State of Andra assure  the fundamental right to education to all the citizens of India up to the age of 16 years. The 86th Amadnment Act in In Article 51-A, a new clause (k)  has been inserted, which obligate the parents or guardian: “a parent or guardian shall provide opportunities for education to his children or ward between the ages of 6-14 years.”
Real Facts: In spite different Articles, Acts and Court orders, according the survey of World Bank, 98.8% children with disabilities in India are not having access to any education. Even though India, since our independence achieved a lot in imparting education, it failed to extend effective education to the disabled persons up to the age of 18 years, which the interpretational clause of Act 1995 (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Right & Full Participation) assures. 
It does not means that nothing has been done in this regard. Special Education for the disabled children introduced in India, especially through the Christian missionaries and Church. It enables the teachers to focus on the needs of the children in so called special schools, but it denies inclusion and full participation and segregates the disabled from main stream. To overcome the disadvantages of this type of education developed in India in 1950 Integrated Education. It provides education for all children, whether disabled or non- disabled. Learning from the drawbacks and difficulties to execute this model the government introduced the integrated education for disabled children (IEDC) in 1974. The government also introduces another models like Protected Integrated Education for the Disabled (PIED), District Primary Education (DPEP) and in 2010 Srava Shiksa Abhiyan (SSA).
Even though various efforts have been made in the recent past, both the rates of educational participation and outcomes of education, remain very poor for children and young adults with disabilities. Illiteracy and poverty rates for this group remain much higher than the general population. The World Bank report 2008 sates, Law literacy, few jobs and widespread social stigma are making disabled people most excluded in India. It shows merely launching such schemes and programmes are not enough for the development of these deprived children. It has to be executed with all means.
Evan after introducing the Srava Shiksa Abhiyan (SSA) and becoming signatory of Salamanca Statement (UNESCO, 1994) we are still following even now in large scale the Special Scholl. Those school are generally knows as School for Crippled und Mentally Retarded. It stigmatizes and segregates the disabled children from the Society and denies there right to equal opportunities and full Participation, which only the Inclusive Education can provide.

Problems to be tackled: The most recent report of the Rehabilitation Council of India (1996) states that the number of trained special education teachers is extremely small considering the number of children with disabilities that require their services. The teachers and school personnel in India are not trained to design and implement educational programs for students with disabilities in regular schools. Most teacher training programs in India do not have a unit on Disability Studies (Myreddi & Narayan, 2000). The universities, which do cover some aspects of special education in their teacher training programs, fail to train teachers adequately to work in integrated settings. If integrated education is to become a reality in India, the teacher should be trained with intensive training program to work with various disabilities. 
A disabled- friendly infrastructure for educational institutional buildings, transportation system and public offices are unknown to our country, even though clear guidelines exist. Such facilities has to be implemented by law. 
Lack of Funding is top problem to be tackled. In order to expand educational opportunities for children with disabilities, the Central Government, in its Five-Year Plan (1997-2002), set aside 1,000 million rupees specifically for the provision of integrated education. The number of disabled children having no access to education comes to 30 million! It is praise worthy, that different ministries like Ministry of Human Resource Development, of Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment etc. administer various services for persons with disabilities. But India cannot afford to have such administrative arrangements and it is a best example of waste of limited resources. There is a need for collaboration between different ministries, so that funds provided to different ministries for persons with disabilities can be used effectively. 
Conclusion: Education is one of the world’s most important resources. It unlocks prosperity by creating opportunity. It can reverse poverty, fight disease and transform cultures. It can inspire imagination, confidence and tolerance. Simply put, it makes life better. Education is the fundamental right of all Indian citizens under the protection of Indian Constitution. It is the duty of Government to provide effective and efficient education to disabled persons of our country, which constitute 6% of our total population. 


