
                        MODULE 9 ASSIGNMENT                                  

                “THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION”
Executive summary:
The number of people with disabilities in this country Solomon Islands are increasingly resulted from the effects of chronic mental illness, road traffic accidents, birth traumas, injuries, alchohol related intoxication and congenital abnormalities. People living with disabilities either being physically or psychologically affected; they are the most discriminated against, ignored unfortunate population. The efforts between the government and the nongovernmental organizations can be emphasized if we are to make any good progress in creating a full inclusive society for the people with disabilities in the area of education. Despite of whatever disabilities as physical, psychological, intellectually related seen in the societies of this country all are “human beings” regarded as equal and still have to be seen as subjects of concern, care and assistance to meet their needs. People with all types of disabilities are people first, deserving of the same set of human rights as every other citizens of this country- Solomon Islands.

Hopefully, in creating this policy, it will provide a frame work and a guide for all the governments (village chiefs, provincial government and national government) individuals, families and communities throughout the Solomon Islands, so that we can all work together towards the deepest respect for all human life to participate fully and equally towards helping this unfortunate population to have hope in their interests and within themselves. 
The need for change:

Though this has been the focus for recognition of the disable people to be included in educational activities in the educational system, stigma and discrimination still tolls the barrier of non inclusion of the people with disabilities in the mainstream educational system.

The right to education still had been deprived of these unfortunate disable ones. Cultural perceptions has still been prioritized that such group are seen as incapable; hence, family members are still at times embarrass to identify themselves with any type of disabilities, seen as different affecting the family individuals. Three blind clients were interviewed at the blind centre at the National referral hospital have expressed derogatory language used against them. They are discouraged whenever hearing such negative labels against them. There is a great need to strengthen and provide technical, financial and appropriate resources to support groups and networks for the clients, parents, families, teachers and the wider community at the local, provincial and national levels of this country.

This group needs to be recognized as the Government of this country has signed the convention of the rights of people with disabilities dated 25th September 2008.

To strengthen further on the human rights framework for this country, the government should move on to ratify the convention of the rights of people with disabilities; this then will strengthen such international structures or obligations to protect the rights of the disable population and make provisions to respect, recognize and equal representation for the disable population.
There is a need now for local advocacy with the community base rehabilitation for disable people in liaison with the ministry of health and medical services to strengthen the activities and knowledge of the people with disabilities and the general public. Even community base rehabilitation officers who have not covered any training on disabilities or the CRPD should be included in such studies to equip themselves in order to be efficient in the areas of dealing with people with disabilities and assisting them with their needs. This will encourage capacity building towards provision of care for the disable population and their families.
“Discussion with the head mistress of Red Cross disability education centre 9th/7/2010 – 4.3%is being further educated to rural training centre’s and 2.9% now employed, either in private sector or the public service. She has repeated that stigma and discrimination still the issue on this disable population”.    
Relevance of the international human rights frame work.

As education is an important right that would encourage the access to knowledge to the disable people and protect such group against deprivation of the right to education; the international human rights support can be consulted for specialist advice on the human rights issues and other international obligations. This support from the international human rights will strengthen the implementation of the right for education; recognizing the rights of persons with disabilities to education. 
Full development of the human potentials, sense of self worth and dignity. Persons with disabilities have to be nurtured in the environment that is conducive to learning to shape human personalities.
This then will enable persons with disabilities to participate effectively in a free and non discriminatory environment. Human rights mechanisms recognized in their work to consider the situation of all persons with disabilities.
People with disabilities needs to be recognized under these general principles of the Convention of the Rights of people with disabilities to be protected,
a. Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make ones own choices, and independence of persons;

b. Non discrimination;

c. Full effective participation and inclusion in the society;

d. Respect for difference and acceptance of the persons with disabilities as part of the human diversity and humanity;

e. Equality of opportunity;

f. Accessibility;

g. Equality between men and women;

h. Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right of children with disabilities to preserve their identities.

Article 3-General principles of the CRPD.
Recommendations for reform, based on analyzing the existing system against the international legal frame work: 
It has been observed that persons with disabilities have been deprived of the right to education; by not included in the mainstream education system.
In the present system, Solomon Islands Red Cross disability center is taking the task of educating these disable children at their school in Honiara city. The sturvenburg and Aruligo vocational disable schools are also involved in educating both disable boys and girls from early teenage to adult stage. This has also been seen as separating children with disabilities from the mainstream education system; which is discriminatory in this sense. It’s just a few with minor disabilities that have continued in the mainstream education system, therefore this policy aims at a total inclusion of all people with types of disabilities in the mainstream education system.
1. Consider the right of all to education despite of what type of disabilities.

2. No discrimination on part of any disabilities to prevent the right to education towards future employments.
3. Education involving such person with disabilities considers that, which shall be directed towards the potentials and full development of the human personality.

4. A discriminatory ACT has to be developed in protecting such population with disabilities.

5. A free basic education for all disable persons of this country would put a positive focus in protecting disable people and is motivational to the guardians and parents of the disable persons; even those who are able sometimes finds it hard to cope with the current expensive educational cost.

6. In recognition of the rights of people with disabilities, teachers have to be informed about any special needs, for such persons by aiding promotional methods and techniques for teaching them to meet their educational needs.
7. People with disabilities should have the right to inclusive education. They should not be separated from the mainstream educational system of this country.
8. To offer innovative services that assists and promotes hope for people with disabilities.

9.  To provide a friendly, supportive and encouraging, building on the potential and strengths of the disable persons.

10. To ensure the disable persons privacy, dignity and that their rights are upheld, recognizing their present status.  
Analysis of obligations to include civil society in law and policy reform:
Recocognition of people with disabilities have to be prioritized to motivate them towards their life goals.

This is a factor needs consideration to encourage full participation in life of the people with disabilities.

Emphasis should be on inclusive education which has to promote placing children who have had any type of disabilities in mainstream education system with also providing assistance which is suitable for their individual needs.

This is either being on formal education or vocational education system. 

Article 10 of the Convention of the Rights of People with Disabilities highlighted the right to life, that every human being has the inherent right to life and shall take all necessary measures to ensure its effective enjoyment by persons with disabilities on equal basis with others. Emphasis is that all benefits of “inclusive education” for all persons with disabilities should involve;

They should not be discriminated against.

Right to education is a predetermining opportunity towards employment just like any other person.

They have to be assisted towards achieving their aims.

Better communication between those with disabilities and those without. Those with disabilities have to be recognized equally before the law. Observations have concern that on part of the disabilities experienced this population has been disregarded; hence emphasis thereon should recognize that persons with disabilities have the right to recognition everywhere as persons before the law; here and then respect will utilized usefulness and working towards achieving their life goals.
Rights of families and carers who have been in one way or the other provide concern for people with disabilities should also be respected, not to be discriminated upon on part of any disability in relation to their relatives.

To protect the dignity of such people with disabilities,
provisions should be developed to protect such disable persons to protect against any defamatory language or actions to people with disabilities for a “cause of hope” in their lives.
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