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· Executive Summary 
The Right 4 All is an NGO  advocating for Legal Reforms.  It is the draft policy paper that envisages reforms in the field of education.  Keeping in view the existing Human Rights framework, this policy paper has been drafted to fill gaps of the existing education-policy.  In order the improve the effectiveness of existing Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan ( Education for All), a concerted effort to promote the inclusion of children with special needs in the mainstream is highly recommended. Introduction of golden ‘R’s, that is Recognition of holistic development of child, Reaching the un-reached and Re-structuring the decentralized planning would make Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan more effective. This paper emphasized on the social mobilization, adult education, eradication of practices of child labour, teacher’s training, accessibility, availability and affordability of educational material and tools, involvement of local governing bodies and civil society in school mapping and micro-planning and more importantly on holistic approach towards child overall development.   
· Introduction

The Indian government, especially after independence has laid emphasis on primary education up to the age of fourteen years. However, free education is difficult to enforce due to economic disparity and social conditions. DSarva Shiksha Abhiyanue to shortage of resources and lack of political will, this system suffers from massive gaps including high pupil teacher ratios, shortage of infrastructure and poor level of teacher training. The current scheme for universalization of Education for All is the  which is one of the national programme to implement the fundamental right to free and compulsory education. 
While the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) has made a concerted effort to promote the inclusion of children with special needs, the system faces challenges in identifying these children and responding to their needs.  
1. Lack of Budgetary Provisions- Hardly any funds under SSA are spent on inclusive education. The budget for educating children with mild to moderate disabilities in regular school settings has not increased commensurately, since the focus on inclusive education began in the 1970s.

2. Lack of Proper Infrastructure- Facilities like resource rooms, specially trained teachers, special teaching tools and accessible school buildings are found in very few cities. Since there are almost no special schools or special educational services in rural India, integrated education for children with special needs is provided by default in the village schools but without any trained teacher and special tools that is imperative for providing reasonable accommodation. 
3. Lack of Commitment by Civil Society- Government policy, legislative actions, schemes and provisions for the disabled give the impression of a state that is committed to human rights and equal opportunities. But the ground reality is quite different. The disabled children continue to be neglected and marginalized, with the onus of care on the family rather than the community. Traditional approach of the medical model of intervention where the disabled is looked as an object requires a paradigm shift where the disabled is the subject of community rehabilitation.

· Relevance of the international human rights framework and Indian Constitution
The right to education is enshrined in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which recognises the right of everyone to education, specifying that education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms’.  The Convention on the Rights of the Child under Article 23 and 28, expanded the meaning and scope of the right to education, specifying that education should be directed at the ‘development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential’.  The Convention on the Rights of the Child additionally states that ‘a mentally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child's active participation in the community’.  It imposes an obligation on States to ensure that a child with disabilities has effective access to and receives education, training, health care services, rehabilitation services, preparation for employment and recreation opportunities in a manner conducive to the child's achieving the fullest possible social integration and individual development, including his or her cultural and spiritual development. The Convention on Rights of Persons with Disability covers the right to education also. It goes further than the CRC, in specifying that the right to education means the right to inclusive education.  It implies that the disabled are not excluded from mainstream.  

The Indian Constitution also adheres to the Articles of ICESCR, CRC and CRPD envisaging the right to Education. Until the Eighty-sixth Constitutional Amendment Act, 2001 was passed, Article 45 of  the Directive Principles of State Policy of the Indian Constitution directed the state to provide free and compulsory education to all children up to the age of fourteen. Provision of comprehensive health care and education to children in the early stages of development prior to entering primary school is given a special place in the national education policy and programme. This received further impetus in recent years with a specific mention on the subject under the Directive Principles of State Policy in the Constitution, which enjoins the state to endeavour towards providing universal access to such services throughout the country. 
The Eighty-sixth Constitutional Amendment Act, 2001 has split the age group 0-14 years into two clear categories to cover their interests under separate Articles in the Constitution. Article 21A has been introduced as a fundamental right which provides that ‘The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all children of the age of six to fourteen years in such manner as the State may, by law, determine.’ Articulating the intent to specifically cater to the needs of the 0-6-year-old children, the Eighty-sixth Constitutional Amendment Act has substituted Article 45 of the Directive Principles of State Policy.  The Amendment further provides that “The State shall endeavour to provide early childhood care and education for all children until they complete the age of six years.” The inclusion of 0-6 year-old children within this constitutional directive implied the intent to provide conditions for holistic child development with pre-school education as an important component.  
Keeping in view the above Human Rights Framework, this Policy paper provides  various Recommendations for Reform.

Recommendations for Reform
Although India has a growing disability rights movement and one of the more progressive policy frameworks in the developing world, a lot more needs to be done in implementation and getting the basics right. Formal methods and introduction of the 3 R’s, that is Reading wRtining and aRithmatic will be discouraged at early stage of childhood.  Instead, new concept of 3 ‘R’s will be introduced.

· Recognise- Recognising the holistic nature of child development, viz., nutrition, health and social, mental, physical, moral and emotional development,  the Program ‘Right 4 All’ shall be child-oriented and  focused around play and the individuality of the child. 
· Reacheing the unreached- Proper contextualised action plans would be implemented through innovative and alternative modes of schooling like a day care centre or Gurukul. 
· Restructuring- Instead of a hierarchical pattern of planning, decentralised district wise planning would address local needs and demands more effectively.  
· Recognise the vital role that teachers play in bringing disabled children into education and call for all pre- and in-service training of teachers to concentrate on clear, accessible and participatory teaching focused on the needs of each child.

· Seek consultation with disabled people’s organizations to understand the needs of disabled children and accordingly make necessary amendments in the existing national education policy and plans.  

· Designing a plan to make schools and learning materials accessible and affordable by disabled children and parents. 

· Strengthen Governments’ capacity to: 

      • Systematically identify and monitor how many disabled children are in and out 

  of school.  

      • Reform assessment and performance management systems, so that teachers are 

        rewarded for supporting disabled children, and not penalised for working with              
  children who may not perform well in exams.  

      • Orient school leadership and communities that all children have the right to 

  education.  

      • Make existing specialist education expertise accessible equitably to schools  

  and enable teachers to share ideas on meeting the needs of disabled children. 


• Develop early childhood care and education and employ an inter-sectoral     

  approach, including links with community based rehabilitation schemes and 

  school health programmes. 

· Including civil society to ensure Right to Education for all means to actively involve the people at the grassroots through democratic devolution of powers. Panchayati Raj Institutions (local self-governing bodies), and the creation of empowered village education committees and school management bodies would be involved in effective implementation of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan in an inclusive manner.

· For involving people in the local-level planning for Rights 4 All, Micro-planning and participatory school mapping exercises shall be undertaken.  

· While recognising that the problem is closely linked to poverty and deprivation, employment of children in work is viewed as a direct denial of their fundamental right to education. The State action in collaboration with the NGOs and support and cooperation from parents and employers shall curb the menace of Child- Labour through awareness creation, rehabilitation and strict adherence to Labour Laws.  

· Social mobilization and eradication of adult illiteracy is another strategy  to ensure that access to Right to Education.  Therefore, mass literacy campaigns, largely as a national programme would be planned and implemented at the district level. 

· There is a need for a holistic approach on this issue. There is need to change the education system to make it accessible to all children and prepare the society – the parents, friends and employers to provide support to the disabled children.
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