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Introduction
On the basis of the findings and various reports, it is felt that National  Policy  on  Prisons, would  require  some  changes  in  view  of  the developments that have taken  place since the Mental Health Act 1987 has been passed.  The proposed action plan in order to improve state of Mental health and tackle the problem of Drug Abuse is within the existing provisions of the Constitutions, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,1966 and the Convention on rights of Persons with Disability.  Keeping in view the provisions of these instruments and the guidelines issued by the WHO, in order to promote, protect and safeguard Human Rights of the Persons with mental disorders within prisons, our committee provides as follows: 
Objectives and Plan of Action
Prisons in the country shall endeavor to reform, rehabilitate the offenders in the community and re-assimilate  offenders in the social milieu by giving them appropriate correctional treatment. In the following areas, the proposed strategy and plan of action for implementation of it would be effective.
(a)  Physical Conditions of Prisons: (i) Overcrowding and Congestion      (ii) Hygienic Conditions    (iii) Other Basic Amenities
(b)  Condition of prisoners: (i)   Under trials    (ii) Convicts            (iii) Detenues
(c)  Correctional Administration: (i) Program for welfare of inmates
(ii)  Rehabilitation after release    (iii) Involvement of Community
(d)  Prison Personnel: (i) Appraisal of performance of the  staff   (ii)   Training
Modalities: In consonance with the goals and objectives, the State shall provide appropriate facilities and professional personnel for the classification of prisoners on a scientific basis. There shall be immediate abolition of cell admission of persons with mental disorders. Diversified institutions shall be provided for the segregation of different categories of inmates for proper treatment. Mentally ill prisoners shall not be confined in prisons and will be offered proper care and treatment. Proper arrangements shall be made for the care and treatment of mentally ill prisoners. The juveniles offenders with mental disorders will not be treated same as adults and  will be dealt with proper procedure and care in accordance with the Juvenile Justice Act, 2000. The state aims at gradual conversion of closed cells into open cells.
The State shall endeavor to evolve proper mechanism to ensure that no under trial prisoner is unnecessarily detained. This shall be achieved by speeding up trials, simplification of bail procedures and periodic review of cases of under trial prisoners. The prison authorities shall streamline admission procedure in accordance with the provisions of the mental health Act, 1987. The prison authority shall make arrangement to provide periodic counseling during the period of institutionalization in addition to the ones already existing and shall specially ensure that the Probation of Offenders Act,1958,  is effectively  implemented throughout the country.
Living conditions in every prison and allied institution meant for the custody, care, treatment and rehabilitation of inmates shall be compatible with human dignity in all aspects such as accommodation, hygiene, sanitation, food, clothing, medical facilities etc. All factors responsible for vitiating the atmosphere of these institutions shall be identified and dealt with effectively.  A  system of graded custody ranging from special security institutions  to open institutions  shall   be provided  to  offer  proper  opportunities  for   the reformation of  inmates  according  to  the  progress made by them.
Program for the treatment of offenders shall be individualized and shall aim at providing them with opportunities for diversified education, development of work habits and skills, change in attitude, modification of behavior and implantation of social and moral values. Trained psychiatrists, psychologists and Para-medical staff shall be appointed in these institutions. The State shall endeavor to develop vocational training and work programs in prisons for all inmates eligible to work. The aim of such training and work programs shall be to equip inmates with better skills and work habits for their rehabilitation and to keep them occupied. Payment of fair wages and other incentives shall be associated with work programs to encourage inmate participation in such programs. The incentives of leave, remission and premature release to convicts shall also be utilized for improvement of their behavior, strengthening, of family ties and their early return to society.  Additional financial assistance will be sanctioned for resources and infrastructure.
Custody being the basic function such institutions, appropriate security arrangements shall be made in accordance with the need. The institutional management shall be characterized by firm and positive discipline, with due regard to protection of human rights of inmates. The State   recognizes that inmates lose their right to liberty but maintains his residuary rights. It shall be the endeavor of the State to protect these residuary rights of the prisoners.  Periodic inspection, surprise visits by the authority and involvement of NGO working in the field of Mental Health and Human Rights would be mandatory. 
Persons with life imprisonment face prolonged incarceration which may have a degenerating effect on their mental health and not necessary either from the point of view of individual’s reformation or from that of the protection of society.  Such persons may be released when this incarceration is no longer necessary.
The efficient functioning of prisons depends undoubtedly upon the personal qualities, educational   qualifications, professional competence and character of prison personnel. Proper in-service training for all staff members shall be developed at the national, regional and state levels with the involvement of NGO.  NGO will play the role of promoter, facilitator, catalytic agent and also as a watchdog though the primary responsibility to promote and protect human Rights of mentally ill persons in Prison is of the State. 


