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ASSIGNMENT FOR MODULE 10: 
DRAFTING, ADOPTING AND IMPLEMENTING MENTAL HEALTH LEGISLATION 
Exercise 1, Module 10 
Identify, giving specific examples that exist in your country, 3 mental health needs or barriers to mental health care in your country that can be addressed through legislation. Also indicate how legislation can be used to satisfy the needs or to overcome the barriers.
	Needs/barriers
	How legislation can address these needs/barriers

	1. lack of Access to the Service : geography and economically difficulties  for access to Bethlehem Hospital for mental health in  south of West-Bank, because it’s the  only MH hospital in the south of West Bank of oPt,  also  there is no psychiatric wards in general hospitals in all west bank of oPt.
2. lack of Access to the Service:  Rejection of providing an emergency services (ambulances services) by Palestinian Red Crescent Society to mental ill persons. PRCS ambulance teams refuse to transfer mental ill people to mental health hospital because they have an idea that mental ill people are violence and danger people , which make the clients and their families suffer from financial burden of private services
3. Un Equity : Low budget allocated to mental health compared with public hospitals

	By opening psychiatric wards in all general hospitals in west bank  of oPt, and this ensured by adopting some legislations like the following:

1. Persons with disabilities have a right to equal access to the same level of medical care as other members of society
2. persons with disabilities have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination on the basis of disability. State shall take all appropriate measures to ensure access for persons with disabilities to health services that are gender-sensitive, including health-related rehabilitation
3. Provide these health services as close as possible to people's own communities, including in rural areas
4. Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-, residential and other community support services, including personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to prevent isolation or segregation from the community
By prohibit and eliminate discrimination against mental ill people and equity between mental ill people an physically ill people and they have the same rights and this ensured by adopting some legislations like the following:
1. Persons with disabilities (including mental disabilities) "have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination on the basis of disability
2. State shall prohibit all discrimination on the basis of disability and guarantee to persons with disabilities equal and effective legal protection against discrimination on all grounds 
3. State shall  promote equality and eliminate discrimination, 
4. State shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that reasonable accommodation is provided.
5. State shall ensure that private entities that offer facilities and services which are open or provided to the public take into account all aspects of accessibility for persons with disabilities
By fair allocation of budget between general hospitals and mental health hospital and this ensured by adopting some legislations like the following:
1.  Persons with disabilities must be provided with the same range, quality and standard of free or affordable health care and programmes as provided to other persons.  The inclusion of this provision is very important, requiring positive action from State  since it mandates the creation of these mental health services
2. persons with disabilities have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination on the basis of disability

	
	

	
	


Exercise 2, Module 10
Identify, giving specific examples that exist in your country, 3 potential barriers/obstacles to drafting, adopting or implementing a new mental health law in your country and list the strategies you could use to overcome them. 
	Potential barriers/obstacles to drafting, adopting or implementing mental health legislation 
	Strategies to overcome them 

	1. Resistance from the officials of general hospital because of stigma  and misconception about mental health
2. Resistance from  PRCS because of  stigma and their fears from mentally ill people

1. Resistance from official of general hospital to allocate the budget with mental health hospital 

	1. Negotiate the general hospitals officials to discuss this issue and  the causes of their resistance for opening psychiatric wards in general hospitals
2. Educate general hospitals officials and teams  about mental ill and  human rights issues
3.  Explanations for general hospital officials about their rules and responsibilities in providing comprehensive service for all population
4. Seminars on patients’ rights and health ethics with the participation of experts in these areas
1. Negotiate the PRCS officials to discuss this issue and educate them about mental ill and human rights.
2. Educate PRCS teams ambulance about mental ill and  human rights issues 

3. Training course for PRCS teams ambulance about management violence cases or who in crises
4. Seminars on patients’ rights and health ethics with the participation of experts in these areas
5. Oversight agency to monitor the PRCS services
1. Negotiate the official and director of general hospitals to discuss this issue and the important of improve mental health service

2. Discuss the important of equity of service with the official and director of general hospitals

3. Educate the official and director of general hospitals about mental ill and  human rights issues


	
	

	
	

	 
	 


