Executive Summary

Only 1.48% of children with disabilities in Egypt are receiving education. Person with mental disabilities has 25  % higher illiteracy rate compared to general population .Egypt has ratified international treaties and has obligation to provide education that ensure full integration of person with disabilities into the community . National Legislation has include the recent adoption of the child law, and the new disability law which will be discussed in the parliament this year.top level government officials should put the right to education on the top level of their agenda . A new national strategy for Reform of Pre University Education was launched in 2009 and included a section on inclusive education .New policies need to formulated to ensure that person with mental disabilities are included into main stream education at all levels. Participation of person with disabilities is important in all steps including training and raising awareness, they should have an active role in design of curriculum, in teaching process, policies and law formulation and in facilitation of the integration process. 
Current situation 

1) In Egypt basic compulsory free education is guaranteed by the constitution to all Egyptian children within the age from 6-13 years (Article 18 of section 2 in Egyptian constitution( , however in Egypt illiteracy rate is estimated to be 28.6 , a recent national mental health survey showed that mentally disable 42.2 % ,30% Egyptians go to university while in mentally ill persons , this was found to be only 10.5 % , according to UNICEF only 1.48% of all disabled children receive education
2)      A   National Pre university Educational reform strategy launched in November 2009 ; with a plan to  integrate students with special needs into the regular school system, including state-run and private schools. The plan will be phased in gradually at schools across the country ministry of education  has selected 500 schools, a mixture of private and public institutions, to pilot the project for the 2009/10 academic year.“The schools are being prepared to accept children with special needs the ministry has already trained 728 teachers, and begun school renovations in preparation for the official start of classes The goal is to enroll almost 10 percent of special needs students, some 152,800 children, into the regular school system by 2012. ( source : http:// Knowledge.moe.gov.eg)
3 Currently nationwide, there are 803 schools specifically for children with disabilities: 468 dedicated to learning disabilities, 232 for hearing impairments, 88 schools for blind or low-vision students and five schools for children with severe health issues. The rest accept all types of disabilities. Most of these schools are privately owned or belong to some non-governmental organization dedicated to children with special needs
4. On the other hand Egypt's Society still believes that people with disabilities can't achieve , myths has been always linking all mental disabilities with low IQ , denigrating all capacities of person with mental illness , persons with mental disabilities still perceived as dangerous , violent, all these contribute to discrimination against them in education and consequently in employment 
5. A new law for rights of persons with disabilities is drafted , discussed by stake holders including civil society and Disabled persons representatives , the law will get to the parliament to be discussed this summer.

Human Rights Framework:
Article 13 ICESCR, signed in 1967 and ratification 1982, , specified that education “shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms” The IESCR also calls for free primary education, and secondary education which should be available and accessible to everyone
CRC signature and ratification 1990 expanded on the meaning of the right to education,  specifying that education as a right for all should be directed at the "development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential”.
CRPD Article 24 has emphasized on the right of person with disabilities to education on the basis of equal opportunity and that inclusive education should be at all levels and not only on primary or compulsory education level  (a lifelong process). The development by persons with disabilities of their personality, talents and creativity, as well as their mental and physical abilities, to their fullest potential; Enabling persons with disabilities to participate effectively in a free society . Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the general education system on the basis of disability, and that children with disabilities are not excluded from free and compulsory primary education, or from secondary education, on the basis of disability  .reasonable accommodation and support required by person with disabilities should be provided within general education. New concepts were Introduced as rights including Individualized support , employ  and training teachers, including teachers with disabilities, disability awareness and the use of appropriate augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats of communication, educational techniques and materials to support persons with disabilities. Also it was stressed that  able to access general tertiary education, vocational training, adult education and lifelong learning
Recommendations for reform:

1) Training aiming mainly to raise awareness for ; educators at all levels , educational institutions mangers , care givers for persons with mental disabilities and persons with mental disabilities .
Training should focus on the importance of education, and the right for education for persons with mental disabilities using human rights framework, tackling stigma & discriminations issues against person with disabilities and targeting inclusive education as the main aim of the project to fill the current huge 98 % gap in education for disabled persons in general and the 25 % gap for mentally disabled specifically. Persons with mental disabilities should be active participants in design , implementation and assessment of this trainings

2) Including the rights of person with mental disabilities into the teaching curriculum at all level, especially for educators, in addition to school, and university curriculum and training educators on teaching this topic. this will facilitate the process of integration of mentally disabled into the mainstream education 

3 )Top level governmental involvement is needed  . A High consultative committee chaired by minister of education responsible for formulation of objectives and strategies for Educational programs for persons with mental disabilities in - Egypt education mainstream design, inclusive strategy, ensuring that all aspects of education are providing good image on disabilities, Technical committee responsible for designing of curriculum, guidelines on , training packages for teachers parents  ,Executive Committee for developing interior missions responsible for recruiting and training teacher well trained and able to provide supported and individualized education for each person with mental disability enrolled in mainstream schools 

Role of Civil Society 

Initiative for inclusive education was launched initially by NGO ( CARITAS-Egypt) http://www.inclusive-education.seti-center.com/  this was the first model for success for including person with disabilities into main stream education , it succeeded in 15 different schools in 5 governorates . teaching experiences are modified for children with Autism , ADHD , down syndrome . social workers work actively with non-disabled children to facilitate the integration process and answer all their inquiries 

The same NGO CARITA-Egypt were actively involved with research and database formation that involve designing referral resource database , more work can be done to make a database for disabled person through community resource and follow up of mentally disabled persons and advocating and rising their awareness on their rights to access education 

"One might argue that children with disabilities cannot cope with the regular curriculum. However, in the frame work of a project implemented by Seti Center Caritas Egypt and Save the children UK, 355 children with disabilities attended regular classes in the past 4 years in 15 schools and 15 KGs in Cairo, Alexandria and Minia and most of them passed their end of year examination with grades comparable to their peers. Success is ensured by appropriate preparation for teachers and parents, through meetings, training courses, and other supporting activities to equip them with skills enabling them to present information to children with disabilities in an accessible way http://www.egypttoday.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=8634
Another NGO " Right To live " has participated in community based rehabilitation and supported education for persons with intellectual disabilities

NGOs also should monitor and cooperate with the three governmental high committee mentioned above, responsible for inclusion of mentally disabled and advocate for their rights and participate actively as members in designing policies and their implementation. In addition to monitoring the process of discussion of the new disability rights law and ensure that it include all measure to facilitate  right to education for persons with mental disabilities .
