Joint Press Release

Mental Disability Advocacy Center and Bulgarian Helsinki Committee

Sofia and Budapest 24 June 2005. Today, the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHC) and the Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) (both non-governmental organizations) sent a letter to the Bulgarian authorities requesting an investigation into the unlawful denial of the Constitutional right to vote of psychiatric patients in a hospital in Bulgaria. 

On 3 June 2005 the director of the Radnevo state psychiatric hospital ordered the psychiatrists working at the hospital to assess the capacity of inpatients to vote. The patients assessed include both so-called “voluntary” patients as well as those involuntarily detained under the Health Act of 2004. None of these patients are deprived of their legal capacity. The Bulgarian Helsinki Committee and the Mental Disability Advocacy Center are of the view that the director of the hospital has violated rights guaranteed by the Bulgarian Constitution and by binding international law in denying these patients the right to vote. 

The BHC and MDAC sent the letter to the District Prosecutor’s Office and the Police in Radnevo, the District Election Commission in Stara Zagora and the Central Election Commission, expressing concerns that patients of the state psychiatric hospital in Radnevo will be deprived of their Constitutional right to vote in Saturday’s general elections. Such a denial constitutes a crime of obstruction of the exercise of election rights under section 167 of the Bulgarian Penal Code. The letter was copied to election observers from the Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe, as well as to the European Union delegation in Sofia.  

In their letter, the organizations request the authorities to take immediate measures to ensure that the patients in the Radnevo state psychiatric hospital are guaranteed the right to vote, and are not discriminated against on the basis of their diagnosis. 

Radnevo state psychiatric hospital is the largest psychiatric hospital in Bulgaria and is situated in Radnevo, a town in the centre of Bulgaria. 

BHC is a non-governmental organization for the protection of human rights. BHC can be contacted through: Krassimir Kanev (BHC Chair) +359 3 943 4876. 

MDAC is an international non-governmental organization based in Budapest. MDAC protects the rights of people labelled with mental disabilities in Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia through litigation, law reform, research and intergovernmental advocacy.  MDAC can be contacted through: Oliver Lewis (Legal Director) +36 1 413 2730, olewis@mdac.info
